This is the second installment of my XP look and feel for ASP forms.

MAIN FILE: test_w_tabs.asp (rename for Default.asp)

It has been interesting developing this idea; the challenge was to have forms generated based on the underlying data ON THE FLY. I have not trying to build a form generator application but a just a didactic sample, something that you can use for teaching yourself on the idea that I try to deliver here. 

This second installment addresses an old GUI concept. TABS are the perfect tools for developers to squeeze a lot of information on reduced real state. Also navigating thru the recordset without refreshing the page all the time the record pointer moves, this time be done in a very elegant way very smooth, no-refreshing is done because all the data is already cached on the client thanks to the grid control.

On this sample I include a list view using a very generic active-X control that on click will switch to the record view tab.

The whole sample consists of one page constructed by many other pages using Server.execute () instead of INCLUDE files therefore IIS V5.0 is required. To move this sample to IIS V4.0 it is needed to change all Server.Execute() for INCLUDE tags and Server.Transfer() for Response.Redirect() calls.

It can be used “as is” just by changing Data Connection at the data_connection.asp, and the source (SQL statement) and the Key variable so the database actions will work fine.

Files included:

Test_w_tabs.asp this is the main page “default”.

Data_connection.asp, this page contains all the information for the data connection, this is the only page that really need to be edited if you want to use it as is.

Menu.asp,  this page builds the menu for the form.

Form_gen.asp, this page will generate the form.

Data_for_tabs.asp, will cache all the table data in the grid control.

Actrions_for_tabs.asp, this page does not have any output but it controls all the user action performed on the data.

Also included are all the Image files and a *.mbd file created with MSAccess 2000, for demonstration purposes.

By changing all the variables in the Data_connection.asp file the page will generate a for regardless the data source, I tested this form on Oracle, SQL server, FoxPro, and Access.

